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Silence and Solitude

IR ¢ The Light of Coral Springs k

I want to recommend to you a great way to
deepen your relationship with God. What is
this? Taking a few times every year to get
away by yourself for a few hours or a day to
simply spend time alone with God, praising
him, praying, reading Scripture, etc. This is
called “Silence and Solitude.” I learned this
concept from one of my seminary profes-
sors, Don Whitney, who wrote a terrific
book entitled Spiritual Disciplines for the
Christian Life. We live in a world that is
always rushing, filled with distractions and
things that take our minds off God. Think
about all the media devices we have that try
to demand our attention — TV, cell phones,
1Pods, internet, etc. Try to disconnect from
all these things and take about four hours
one day to simply focus on God and His
Word. In fact, I would recommend for all
Christians to schedule a few times during
the year where you can get away by yourself
in order to be alone with God. Let me tell
you a little about how I discovered the
benefits of this practice.

In my Spiritual Disciplines class in Semi-
nary, Dr. Whitney had us do a “Silence and
Solitude” assignment. I loved this assign-
ment! I went to a park on a pleasant, sunny
day, spending four hours alone with God. I
thoroughly enjoyed walking through the
woods, singing hymns to myself and prais-
ing God. And obviously it’s awesome do-
ing it outdoors in nature. I read Scripture
and journaled. My Scripture reading cov-
ered Jesus’ temptation, and it was simply
delightful spending a good deal of time just
soaking up the Word and chewing on it. It
felt like I was getting nourished and well-
fed, even though I was also fasting that day.

Pastor Scott Ryan

I also read a good Christian book. I wasn’t
rushing through it but just took my time with
it. Probably the best time I had was walking
out in the woods and reading through a Psalm
and then praying the words of that specific
Psalm back to God and focusing on Him. It
truly felt like my best friend was walking
right beside me, and I was truly enjoying
God. Here was the God of the universe, the
God of all ages, the same God who all Chris-
tians pray to, spending time with me in a park
in Louisville, Kentucky. It was a delight and
pure pleasure to be in the presence of my
Savior. I was drinking deeply of Him, and it
was awesome. I encourage you as you spend
time alone with God, realize that you are in
the presence not only of the magnificent
Savior but also your best friend. Wouldn’t
you want to take time to spend with your best
friend?

Just like fasting, we all need to carve out
regular times throughout the year to have
silence and solitude. We should all do this.
I’'m thankful that my professor assigned us
this task. If he hadn’t, I don’t know if I would
have ever had made the time to do it. What
can you do during this time? Read the Bible,
pray, sing praises to God. If you have a mu-
sical instrument, play praise songs. Write
down your thoughts in a journal. Read a good
Christian book for part of the time.

So now I’m encouraging you — will you take
the time to schedule times of silence and
solitude? Is it really that hard to schedule a
few times a year to spend four hours alone
with God? When one steps back and looks at
it, it’s spending time with God — the most
important person in the entire universe and
also your best friend. /
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Salvation Testimony 5K H &

Since my wife Amy accepted Christ as her
Savior in 1982 when we were in California,
she tried to lead me to Jesus by asking me to
go to church with her on Sundays. As a
good husband, I felt I was obligated to ac-
company her. I met many good friends in
church and they were very friendly to me
and we became good friends. We went fish-
ing, dinning out and have potlucks at each
other’s homes. These Christian friends tried
their best to bring me to accept Christ at
every opportunity. Unfortunately, at that
time, I was stubborn and my mind was
blinded by pride and arrogant. I was enjoy-
ing a fast track career path, being one of the
few young Chinese semiconductor engineer
managers and was able to work on the de-
velopment and production of the then fa-
mous Pac Man game chip. Each time when
the brothers and sisters talked to me about
God’s grace and salvation, I often re-
sponded with hard-hearted questions, such
as, why good people die and evil people live
prosperously? And even quoted news, such
as, one certain Good Samaritan who was
run over by a passing car and killed just be-
cause he stopped to help others who needed
helps on the freeway. Actually, while they
were trying to explain what the Bible
teaches us on these subjects, I was not lis-
tening to what they were saying. In my
mind, I was preparing for the next tough
question I could bring to them.
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God is merciful and full of grace and infinite
patience, but, if one continues to insist on
deviating from His plan, God will find ways
to bring one back on the right track, even
though the changes might not be desirable.
After about a year of my failure to turn to the
Lord, God took more drastic actions to re-
move the obstacles in my life to salvation.
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A year earlier, a large international con-
glomerate company, took over the company
I was working. I thought this was great
news to me for this means I could have even
better opportunities for advancements. But
things happened to the contrary. The huge
parent company changed their business
strategy and decided to get out of semicon-
ductor business totally. One sunny morning,
an all-staff-employee meeting was called.
Under the presence of many security guards
standing next to him, the president of the
company announced that the company was
closed. All employees were lay-off and
must have to leave the company facilities
immediately after severance paychecks
were distributed on the spot. There was a
dead silence in a room with several hundred
people. Everyone was socked that not
knowing how to response. It was the most
haunting moment of my life. It seemed like
the sky just fall down.
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The Silicon Valley in California was facing

IR ¢ The Light of Coral Springs

a recession at the time and after several
months of failure in securing a high tech job,
a church friend asked me to join the new high
-tech startup company he was working with.
The company was only had secured funds for
some research and the pay was very low. I
refused to take on this low-pay job with un-
known future and continue searching for the
highflying engineering job I desired. Another
few months passed and I still could not se-
cure my desired job. My ego and pride con-
tinued to deflate like a stale helium balloon
by the day. Eventually, I had to humble my-
self and came back to the church friend and
asked for the low paying job at the startup
company. And this was how God removed
the obstacles in me and prepared me to be
saved.
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In 1984, the year after I started the new job. I
went with Amy to an evangelical meeting. I
didn’t pay much attention at first but at the
end of the message something the speaker
said caught my attention. He was talking
about we, being human, with our limited
mental capability, would never be able to un-
derstand God immense wisdom and love. He
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used the analogy an ant trying to understand
human mentality. Suddenly, in the dim light
of the meeting hall, I felt like there was a
stern and low voice called out to me, “You
are the ant trying to argue about the wisdom
and love of God”. It hit me like a freight
train. Instantly, I knew God was angry of
my pride and arrogant in refusing to accept
His grace of salvation all these times. That
night, He opened my eyes to see His awe-
someness and I was able to see the stupidity
in my hard-hearted questions to those who
tried to bring me to the Lord in the past
years. When the speaker called out for those
who were willing to accept Christ as their
Savior, I raised my hand and stood up. All 1
remember next were Amy was weeping and
all my Christian friends (who become my
brothers and sisters instantly at that mo-
ment), who were at the meeting, came up to
us, with joyful tears in their eyes, to con-
gratulate me for my salvation.
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When I accepted the low paying job at the
startup company in Silicon Valley, little did I
know that it was the best move in my life?
No only was I able to receive my salvation,
but, in about 10 years later, with this little
startup company, which went public in the
stock market, my pay was more than double
the highest pay I had in my previous job and
was given the much envied assignment in the
company to start a new factory oversea.

B 55 KB AN A E R AL il iR
AR ERFNER > TERFEHKE
THEZHAERAT ETEATRE - R H
AUZHW TR TWES > MEREA
AR T ER - Bligsh & 3 TR E
ﬁ 0

I thank you Lord, for my past experiences,
for all things, good and bad, happened to me
with your blessings. You allowed all these to
come to me in order for me to see my needs
and prepare my hearts to hear your words.
And most of all, to attract me to come to you
and to accomplish the perfect plan you have
made for me in my life. It is a great joy to
know that you are the almighty and merciful
God who in charge of all things, the Lord of
the past, the present and forever, Amen.
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Calling Testimony ($3R:&

In the spring of 2005, | resigned from my
job in Texas in order for me to do full
time in my China business. Just about
that time, my elder sister and her hus-
band invited Amy and | to join them in a
trip to Disney World for they booked a
condo in Orlando through their time-
share program. Since we had not been
to Disney World since our children were
young, we accepted the invitation. When
we were ready to leave for Orlando, my
sister called saying she was sick and
they will not be coming to Orlando. Since
the condo was already booked, we could
use the condo ourselves.
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On arrival to Orlando, the weather was
very nice on the first two days, but, then,
the weather turned from sunny to heavy
rain with thunders and lightning. Since

Deacon Bill Wong ZERz813

we did not want to go the Disney World
under such bad weather, we decided to
drive from Orlando to Fort Lauderdale to
visit my Aunt and Uncle which we had not
met for over 30 years.
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On the way from Orland to Fort Lauder-
dale, we visited a new development in
West Palm Beach. | had checked this new
development on their website and decided
to visit the model homes on the way. To
us, visiting model home was a kind of free
entertainments. During our tour of the
model homes, we liked the single story
model home with high ceiling very much.
Amy and | debated for a long time should
we go ahead to buy the house. While we
were still at the model home, we decided
that we should seek God’s guidance in this
decision. In our prayer, we set up 3 condi-
tions in the neighborhood to indicate if we
had God’s blessings in the purchase of the
home. The community must have 3 ameni-
ties in the neighborhood: shopping mall,
hospital facilities and Chinese church
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where we could worship. We took a drive
around the community looking for these
signs. As we drove out from one of the
entrances of the housing community, we
were amazed to find a huge shopping
mall was just across the road. As we
made a turn to the other side of the com-
munity, there stood a large hospital with
several medical buildings next to it. We
were excited. We went about looking and
inquiring for a local Chinese church. But,
in the end, we were not able to find any
Chinese Christian church in the neighbor-
hood. Therefore, we decided not to buy
the home and continue to drive to Fort
Lauderdale to meet my Aunt and Uncle.
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When we arrived the restaurant, we were
very happy to see my Aunt and Uncle and
some of their sons and daughters. They
were very close to us when we were in
Hong Kong. While we were having lunch,
Pastor Linus showed up. During our con-
versation at that lunch, somehow, Pastor
Linus casually mentioned to Amy and me
that he had made a promise to Pastor Lau
Kwong-Wah to start a church in the West
Palm area as a continued effort to expend
the Gospel northward from Miami. In-
stantly, Amy and | looked at each other in
amazement. We had never mentioned to
anyone about the 3 conditions we had set
up as a sign of God’s approval in the pur-
chasing of the home in West Palm Beach.
On our way back to Orlando, we pur-
chased the West Palm Beach house.
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When our West Palm Beach house was
completed in May of 2006 and we moved
in a month later. Under the guidance of
Pastor Linus and the support of many
hardworking brothers and sisters from
Chinese Baptist Church of Coral Springs,
our mother church, we began our first
West Palm Beach Mission Bible Study
session in our West Palm Beach home on
March 28, 2007. Before long, under the
blessings of our Lord, we need to look for
larger meeting facilities to accommodate
the increasing number of attendances.
We began holding our West Palm Beach
Mission Bible Study sessions in Welling-
ton First Baptist Church on January 26,
2009. In order to provide a more central-
ized meeting location for most of our
members in the northern part of the
county, the Lord opened the door of Vil-
lage Baptist Church located on 45th
Street and 95 to us. We started meeting
at Village Baptist Church on January 17,
2010. Currently, we have one Sunday
service and two Bible Study sessions per
month.
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Dear Heavenly Father, | praise you for your
infinite love and wisdom. Your wisdom is
so profound that it is beyond our imagina-
tions; when | call upon you, you accom-
plish my concerns. And, at the same time,
realize what you have especially planned
for me, Amen.
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Salvation Testimony 5 H5&

“] once was lost but now am found...” |
think this is most of the Christians feel
inside their heart. | was baptized in Hong
Kong when | was 15 years old. | have re-
ceived His grace since, but | once was
lost.
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Even | baptized at a young age, my faith
was not as strong. My foundation with
God was pretty shallow, therefore | was
kind of lost my relationship with God af-
ter | came to the United States back in
1981. | always found excuses not to at-
tend church services. Like, there were no
Chinese churches around my house or
Chinese churches here were not the
same denomination than mine, so on and
so forth... My heart was actually follow-
ing the world. | believe the world of free-
dom and the world of “Me”. If and only if
| had a lot of money, things would be bet-
ter. After my first year of college, |
started searching for business opportuni-
ties. | wanted to be my own boss, not to

Deacon Harvey Lam R IEH]EE

listen to anyone. | tried a few different
businesses. Of course, things didn’t turn
out. | failed. | was not sure what | wanted
to do. | want to search for the purpose of
life. | have to try something else, and later
| decided to join the U.S. Army Reserve.
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After the long 6 months of basic training in
the Army, | decided it was not for me nei-
ther because it was hard work. Waking up
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at 4 o’clock in morning, it was not exactly
what | was looking for. | told myself, |
was better off to finish my college and
got a job. Inside of me, I still wanted to
own my own business. Again another
opportunity presented to me after gradu-
ated from college. My friend asked me to
be a partner with few others and in-
vested into a restaurant business. Of
course, | said “yes”. It turned out great,
we were actually making money. Of
course, my ambition did not stop. |
worked as an engineer during the day
and worked in the restaurant at night but
my personal desires were never ended.
Few years later | got marry with my ex-
wife. Like every Chinese men goal were
to make more to please their wives and
buy whatever they want. | started think-
ing of open up another restaurant and
eventually | did it with my other friend. It
went well for a while, but later failed
again. At the same time, | had my
daughter Adrienne. She had been a
blessing for me and still is, but at the
time | was struggle with my finances. Did
not know what to do? | figured | needed
to have another change in order to im-
prove my situation; therefore | joined a
sales position in a financial services in-
dustry. They claimed | could have unlim-
ited income potential and flexible
working hours as | want. It was
what | wanted and sounded
good. Like everything else, things
didn’t turn out the way it should
be in the first few years. My in-
come was not able to make ends
meet. Arguments arise more and
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more between me and my ex-wife. After a
few years in 1999, we divorced.
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It was not a good situation for me and
more so to Adrienne, but | had no choice.
| started searching the purpose of life
again. Isit all about money? During that
time, | went to Toronto with Adrienne
and met my old friend and her family.

She was once divorce and she re-married.

Her life seemed very joyful when | met
her even at the time her new husband
had no job. | felt she was very cheerful
even with her circumstances. | asked her
what changed. She told me that she and
her husband had been renewed their
faith with God and serving her church for
a couple years, they had been very
blessed. Even they didn’t have a lot, they
still tide their offering to God. She said
she had never worried ever since. God
had given her and her family what they
needed. | wasn’t sure what it meant
then, but surely her face showed the
glory of God.
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Since that trip, | decided going back to
church and did not know what to expect. |
came to Chinese Baptist Church of Miami,
Coral Springs Mission. At the time, | was
only attending Sunday services. But every
time, | felt that | was at rest in church. |
still remember what was the message of
Pastor John said in the first time | was at-
tending the Sunday service. The message
was “how to have joy”. Three things we
must do:

1. Peaceful heart;

2. Prayful heart;

3. Thankful heart.

| was so inspired with his sermon and | de-
cided to come more often. Adrienne was
very happy to be with all the children here,
too. | was found by God again.
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Over the past 11 years with the church,
God has been very graceful to me. He
searches me back to His kingdom. He
teaches me along the way. He gives me
hope. He even gives me a wife in Christ 7
years ago, Catherine, who helps me to
love and serve Him whole heartedly. Our
faith continues to grow with Christ Jesus
throughout different circumstances. He
gives me a lot of chances to serve Him in
different positions. From being an usher,
purchasing, choir, teaching Sunday school
and serve at the Luke fellowship to now
being called as a deacon.
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Looking back my past with Chinese Bap-
tist Church of Coral Springs, | and my
family have been blessed. We and all the
brothers/sisters are truly one family in
Christ. Like apostle Paul said in the book
of Ephesians Chapter 3:8 “Although | am
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less than the least of all God's people, this
grace was given me.” | will continue to be
the servant of His gospel and the servant
for God. The search is over because today
| find the real purpose of life — Jesus Christ.
Without Him, | am nothing. “Now to Him
who is able to do immeasurably more than
all we ask or imagine, according to His
power that is at work within us, to Him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, forever and
ever! Amen.”( Ephesians 3:20-21)
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What is Sanctification?

What exactly is Sanctification? One
thing that I really know, Sanctification is
God's desire for his loved sons.

The word Sanctification comes from the
Hebrew "Kadosh", and from the Greek
"Agios", which means Separation. You
may ask: Separation from what? It is
separation from sin, the uncontrollable
desires of the flesh.

In our Holy Bible, Sanctification is the
essential element of the relation between
God and His people. This separation
from sin is a fundamental characteristic
of God's Sanctification which has to be
developed as part of the character of his
sons.

The Lord wants us to have separation
from sins and the world. He gave us an
example, separating Himself from sinful
things and sinful ways. Maybe you can
say: but He is God!

Well, the Lord told us that we are made
in His image and similarity. If God said
that He wants us sanctified, it means that
we can achieve this goal. The word
Sanctification has several meanings such
as: purification, charity, mercifulness,
etc., but all of these words are not Sanc-
tification, but a part of a person with
good character. However, when we
search for Sanctification, we grow spiri-
tually, because the Bible says:

Rosangela Horvath

"Come near to God and He will come near
to you. Wash your hands, you sinners,
and purity your hearts, you double-
minded."” (James 4:8a)

The three virtues of Sanctification:

1 - The Courage: I Samuel 17

In the story of David and Goliath, the
young David beats Goliath using only
five stones. What do you think made
David have faith that he will beat Goli-
ath? Really, David did not know that he
could win; David was a man with Sancti-
fied life. David's brothers were preoccu-
pied with exercising their bodies to be-
come strong; but David, each day, be-
came closer to God, thus fortifying his
Spiritual life. David was afraid of noth-
ing, he had not feared, because his secret
resided in his life's Sanctification. He
could destroy giants.

2 - Strength: Joshua 14

In this chapter we can see almost three
million people getting out of Egypt and
entering Canaan; in addition, we see
Caleb, a great man who, between all his
other qualities, had a great message.
Caleb got out of Egypt, together with his
people, and later on Caleb received an or-
der to spy the promise land, himself to-
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gether with eleven other men from each
of the other tribes.

“! The LORD said to Moses, > “Send
some men to explore the land of Canaan,
which I am giving to the Israelites. From

each ancestral tribe send one of its lead-
ers.” (Nm 13: 1-2)

But, when they came back, Caleb and
Joshua brought good news, but the peo-
ple did not believe in their report, and
the Lord brought them to the desert. But,
before they went to the desert, Joshua
told Caleb that they will have the land
that Caleb had spied. The people wan-
dered around the desert for forty years,
after the death of Moses the people were
led by Joshua. They came to Cannae
and Joshua began the land distribution
between the tribes, until one old man
stopped Joshua and said that Jehovah
spoke with him, and let him know that
Hebron belongs to him, by Moses'
mouth. Caleb stood up and said:

“7 [ was forty years old when Moses the
servant of the LORD sent me from
Kadesh-barnea to spy out the land, and 1
brought word back to him as it was in
my heart. ° Nevertheless my brethren
who went up with me made the heart of
the people melt with fear; but I followed
the LORD my God fully.° So Moses
swore on that day, saying, ‘Surely the
land on which your foot has trodden will
be an inheritance to you and to your
children forever, because you have fol-
lowed the LORD my God fully.” '’ Now
behold, the LORD has let me live, just
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as He spoke, these forty-five years, from
the time that the LORD spoke this word
to Moses, when Israel walked in the wil-
derness; and now behold, I am eighty-five
years old today.” (Joshua 14: 7-10)

Caleb had a life of Sanctification and
many other qualities; one of those was
being Strength.

3 - Anointing - I King 18

This is undoubtedly one area where Jeho-
vah had approval, because the prophet,
who looked like a beggar, stood up indig-
nant with the sins of the whole nation and
put himself in front of King Ahab, and
said that it will not rain until the prophet
would say so; this was the great prophet
Elijah.

“! Now Elijah the Tishbite, who was of
the settlers of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As
the LORD, the God of Israel lives, before
whom [ stand, surely there shall be nei-

ther dew nor rain these years, except by
my word.” (I Kings 17:1)

“*> When heaven is shut up and there is
no rain because they have sinned against
you, if they pray toward this place and
acknowledge your name and turn from
their sin, when you aftlict them, “’then
hear in heaven and forgive the sin of your
servants, your people Israel, when you
teach them the good way in which they
should walk, and grant rain upon your
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land, which you have given to your peo-
ple as an inheritance.” (I Kings 8:35-36)

Elijah was practicing what Jehovah
spoke:

"2 The LORD will open for you His
good storehouse, the heavens, to give
rain to your land in its season and to
bless all the work of your hand; and you
shall lend to many nations, but you shall
not borrow.” (Deuteronomy 28:12)

Elijah was upset with the sin that he saw
in his people, and he used the true word
of God to discipline them. After it had
not rained for three years, Elijah went
back to show King Ahab who was the
real King. /7 When he saw Elijah, he
said to him, “Is that you, you troubler of
Israel?” (I Kings 18:17)

Truly Elijah upset the King, the people,
and everybody who walked around the
word of God.

Today, we do not see many people who
disturb the sinners. The church today
needs more disturbers for the actual
world. The church needs people to dis-
turb and combat sin, the prosperity the-
ory, and the slipped church.

Elijah had "Kadosh", he had a life of
Sanctification, and between many other
qualities, he was the Lord's servant and
he was anointed.

2 But just as He who called you is holy,
so be holy in all you do; '’ for it is writ-
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ten: “Be holy, because I am holy.” (I Pe-
ter, 1: 15-16)

The Lord called us to live a Sanctified
life. If we do not disturb our neighbor-
hood, friends, acquaintances, etc, then we
need a Sanctified life to get out of our
life's inertia and start moving.

" Make every effort to live in peace with
everyone and to be holy; without holiness
no one will see the Lord." (Hebrews
12:14)

"2 They brought them before the magis-
trates and said, “These men are Jews, and
are throwing our city into an uproar’.
(Acts 16:20)

“Z For you know what commandments
we gave you by the authority of the Lord
Jesus. ” For this is the will of God, your
sanctification; that is, that you abstain
from sexual immorality; * that each of you
know how to possess his own vessel in
sanctification and honor, ” not in lustful
passion, like the Gentiles who do not
know God; ° and that no man transgress
and defraud his brother in the matter be-
cause the Lord is the avenger in all these
things, just as we also told you before and
solemnly warned you. ’ For God have not
called us for the purpose of impurity, but
in sanctification. * So, he who rejects this
1s not rejecting man, but the God who
gives His Holy Spirit to you.” (

1 Thessalonians 2, 4-8)
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Lost and Found

Huilin Linda Gan

| like to read Luke 15:11 — 32, the parable of a prodigal son. Every time | read this para-
graph, | am touched by the loving father who was always forgiving and just happy to see his lost
son come back to his house. | especially like the verses 15:25 — 30 about the reaction of the
older son. Here they are:

25 “Now his older son was in the field. Coming in from the field, he approached the house
and heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the servants and asked what was going
on. 27 The servant replied, ‘Your brother has arrived, and your father has slaughtered the
fattened calf because he received his son back safe and sound.’ 28 Then the older son
was furious and didn’t want to enter in, but his father came out and begged him. 2 He an-
swered his father, ‘Look, I've served you all these years, and | never disobeyed your in-
struction. Yet you've never given me as much as a young goat so | could celebrate with
my friends. 3¢ but when this son of yours returned, after gobbling up your estate on pros-
titutes, you slaughtered the fattened calf for him.’

Was the older son’s complaint reasonable or familiar? Your answer might be positive.
Here, | like to share a real story with you.

There was a woman with four sons and three daughters. In her old years, on each Sunday,
she would always sit in the door way and look far into the road leading to her house, in anticipa-
tion of the arrival of her sons and daughters who came to visit her. She counted the persons she
saw and a happy smile showed on her wrinkled face, when the oldest son and his family came
first, followed by her two daughters and their families. A little later, her other two sons and their
families would usually arrive too. As one of her daughters lived in a far-away province and
couldn’t come to visit her so often, the old lady would not expect that daughter and her family as
a part of the weekly reunion. Other than that, all her children would come for the Sunday gather-
ings with her, except her second son. But it was this son and his family who seldom showed up
that the old lady missed most.

One day, the old lady had a good time with all her daughters and sons except the second
one from morning to the afternoon. However, even with all these people surrounding her, she
still felt missing something. From time to time, she threw a glance at the road in front of her
house, as if she expected that someone else would come. At dawn, suddenly she saw her sec-
ond son far away across the river bank walking toward her house. Her eyes lit up, and she was
so excited that she started to shout at her youngest daughter, “Amy, hurry up! Hurry up and
cook some poached eggs.” The youngest daughter felt puzzled and asked, “Who is coming?”
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The mother said, “Hurry! Get poached eggs ready. Your second brother is on his way here
now!”

In those days in China, poached eggs were made only to treat prestigious guests because
eggs were scarce. At this moment, not only was the youngest daughter who was asked to cook
the poached eggs unhappy about her mother’s partiality, but also the other sons and daughters
felt the same way. They all said to their mother with complaints, “We all care about you and
come to visit you every week. You don't treat us like this. He came to see you the least often
among all of us and you treat him in such a special way — better than any of us.”

For many years, these children could not understand why their mother kept showing pref-
erence to, in their words, “the least dutiful son”. Until one day, the youngest daughter became
a Christian, and she read the above verses from the Bible. Suddenly, she realized with a
shame what she did to her mother was exactly the way the older son did to his father.

Once she became a Christian and learned what our heavenly Father had done to us, she
realized how the sinful nature of selfishness, judgment and jealousy had prevented her from
appreciating the unconditional love from her mother. In fact, her mother was doing the same
thing as the father in the Bible did to his lost son. Although the old lady did not give any expla-
nation when her sons and daughters all complained about her preference to the other son, |
think she said in her heart the same as the verse 15:31 - 32:

3 Then his father said, ‘Son, you are always with me, and everything | have is yours. 32
But we had to celebrate and be glad because this brother of yours was dead and is alive.
He was lost and is found.’

By now, you might want to know who this family is. To tell you the truth, the woman was
my mother and the youngest daughter was me.

At that time | did not know Jesus Christ, and | was the one who grumbled the most among
my brothers and sisters about my mother’s unfairness in treating her sons and daughters. We
simply could not understand her profound love for all her children.

It has been ten years since my mom passed away. Every time | think of my mother, the
above verses from the Bible come to my mind, and | feel sorry and shameful for my own behav-
ior. If only I had known GOD earlier. That would have helped me understand my mother better
when she was still around, and | certainly would not have complained her that much.

| thank God for choosing me and giving me his salvation. Now | feel | know my mother
better than any time before. My personal story tells us that, if we
want to have a right relationship with others, we need to know God, ‘
because knowing God is certainly the beginning of wisdom. \
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Council Communiqué # 1
The Chinese Baptist Church of Coral Springs Church Council Member

The seasons in South Florida are these four: early summer, mid-summer, deep summer, and late
summer. Shortly after the retreat in May, we find ourselves thrust headlong into a sun scorched and lazy
season. Nevertheless, the Church Council thinks that as our Father works, so should the sons and
daughters, despite the vacations, the hurricanes, etc. This is the first edition of the Council Commu-
niqué, created to share with you the flurries of activities supporting the household of God, just so you
can participate more fully in His Grace among us.

Claiming our presence...

We signed up for the “Adopt a Highway” program, part of a “keep our environment clean” project by the
Department of Transportation(DOT). Our road is a two-mile segment of SR 7/441, between Sample and
Copans Roads. We are to maintain it with quarterly pavement trash pickup (DOT provides safety vests,
trash bags and instruction.) The first pickup was successfully attended by the youth group on May 7,
who, incidentally, obtained community credits for their service! In return, we get name recognition — two
signs at each end of the segment, bearing the church name, are erected. We signed up because it is
right and just to give back to the community in some form of “creation care” while at the same time telling
our neighbors we are here to serve.

Spreading the light...

SCF 3% and £ /> % came to torch South Florida with sound and fury. Twelve people came to Christ
in the Coral Springs Evangelistic event, and over one hundred people attended who had never before
visited our church! Follow-up for the new believers is almost immediate already five new believers are
attending the new believers Sunday School. The Luke Fellowship has devised thirteen prayer teams
who will pray avidly for two months, after which Operation Hospitality will begin, sharing Christ’s love
and the Good News.

Unity in Diversities...

Two new fellowships have been formed: The Young Adult Bible Fellowship (18-30 yrs), and The Mat-
thew Fellowship Youth Group (for Chinese Middle/High School Students) Fellowship. Now, regardless
of your age, language, and cultural upbringing, you can find a niche to belong to in one of the nine
fellowships, and to grow together unto Christ, who is the Head of us all. Look for an activity calendar that
summarizes each fellowship’s activities from January through June on each classroom door. Check for
details on the Fellowships’ bulletin board.

The next generation in the Lord...

This year's VBS (Aug. 10-14 ) will be more subdued, less the decorative fan fare, but with the same
solid teaching, caring and creative activities. The theme is: “JUMP!” —to follow Jesus. The VBS will also
inaugurate a mission project called “Living Water” — investing in real wells of clean water for developing
countries like India, Haiti, Guatemala, etc. Chinese movies for the parents are in the works. On July 23,
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our team of children workers step out boldly in the Lord to the West Palm Beach Gospel Mission and
conduct a one-afternoon VBS there. Spread the word, and support us in service and in prayers!

Thirty-three youths, with five chaperones, launched their expedition, many for the first time, to the
Southern Baptist youth camp at Centrifuge, NC. Twice the youths raised fund for the bus trips. The
theme is: “CONNECT” - with God and people. The youths beamed with joy as they reported those
dynamic worships, the educational sessions on Apologetics, Peer Ministry, Leadership, Random Acts
of Service, etc. Yes, for fun there was even white water rafting! Yes, we are amply blessed, and for your
part that made the life-changing event possible, we thank you.

News over the grapevine...

Expect two wall-mounted big screen TVs in two of our largest classrooms soon! The Education De-
partment sees it fitting to equip brothers and sisters through various means, including some excellent
multi-media VCD/DVDs, featured films, extension courses, etc. Enjoy, =0), brothers and sisters, and in
all things, we strive to capture the mind for Christ.

So the Library too is stocked up for the summer, with many new books, VCDs, DVDs, and magazines
for your perusal or serious reading. Do delight us with a book report, like the one you see in this issue of
the Light of Coral Springs! Worth mentioning is the bi-weekly English World Magazine, a news and
commentary magazine from the Christian perspective. Look for it in the Library by the end of July.
Incidentally, the book fair at the Church Retreat was quite a success, having sold over $700 worth of
books and Bibles. Those remaining are still available through the Library at a discounted price.

What else???

“The Council meetings are all business!” Yes, from installing a fence around our A/C, to moving trees
and maintaining the ground, keeping a household physically and fiscally fit requires diligence and
business shrewdness. When the Lord God planned His Tabernacle, He called His craftsmen, “filled
(them) with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship, to
devise...to cut stones, ..to carve wood,...and work, all that He has commanded them”(Ex 31:1-3). And
He called them wise men, wearing hard hats, tending His House.

PS. The Church Council holds its meeting every first Sunday of the
month, around lunch time. Though the meeting is attended by ministe-
rial staff, department heads/assistants and deacons, it is also open to
any church member for observation.
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Guidelines for articles

© The Light of Coral Springs is a place for our brothers and sisters to communicate through

written words. We therefore welcome your articles, including: devotion, sharing, testimony,
daily thoughts, poems and so on. In order to encourage a greater variety of contribution, please
limit your article to 2,000 words or less.

© The Light of Coral Springs will be published every quarter for 4 issues a year. Please submit you
article at anytime.

© Please type your article on Microsoft Word and E-mail to brother Guanglong Zhu:
guanglongzhu@yahoo.com

© The Publication Department reserves the rights to edit and publish articles.
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